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| S ENGL300 Reconstructing Proto-lndo-European [
i oo The Comparative Method: Sound Change in Daughter Languages ‘

_ Consider the following exam
European languages:

[
1 Cognate List: Modern English ‘heart’
ot mm—m ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION

m_m-_

ple of the earliest attested forms of the word ‘heart’ in various Indo

B ot e m-m— |
,L— m_ﬁﬂ-_ ™
| T
The sound changes observed are the following: [h, k, S, 8] +V+r+[d, t, 9] A
p ol
———  NOTE: OId Irish has an example of metathesis: two sounds swapping places (compare [aesk] & [eks])
|—— ,“
Similar changes involving the word ‘hundred,’ (PIE *kmtom):
[ 3 \‘
—= Old High German HE0HE 5T |
L\ Old Church Slavonic m e
E Lithuanian Simtas | T
French —_
K| \
- Latin American Spanish o Rr S
El Castilian Spanish
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ENGL 300 History of the English Language
WHAT IS INFLECTION?

A change in the form of aword to express a
Person, number, gender or case.

VERBS inflect for tense, aspect, mood, person and number.

TENSE: temporal anchoring, i.e. present, part, future

ASPECT: point of view, i.e. habitual, ongoing,

perfective, imperfective, iterative

MOOD: ontological perspective (i.e. real/unreal, factual, certain, possible, wished, demanded)

indicative, imperative, subjunctive

Example: the verb ‘walk’ (the mood is INDICATIVE)

TENSE Present: | walk to school

ASPECT Habitual: | walk to school

PERSON & NUMBER 1% singular: 1 walk to school.

NOUNs may inflect for number and case

NUMBER Singular: | brought a cookie.

CASE Subject (Nominative): Juan is late.

Past: | walked to school
Ongoing: I'm walking to school.

3" singular: She walks to school.

Plural: I brought cookies.

Possessive (Genitive): Juan’s boss is late.

PRONOUNS inflect for person, number, gender, and case.

e

Case

N

grammatical function such as tense, aspect, mood,

Person, Number, Gender Subject Object
(Nominative) (Accusative)
1% singular | me
2" singular ou
3" singular masculine he him
3" singular feminine she her
3" singular neuter it
1* plural we | us | 5
2" plural you j __‘_
3 plural they | them |
BLUE ST
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ENGL 300 Grimm’s Law 5

Grimm’s Law, also known as the First Germanic Sound Shift, is a set of statements named after Jacob .
Grimm and Rasmus Rask describing the Proto-Indo-European (PIE) stop consonants as they
developed in Proto-Germanic - the ancestor of the Germanic branch of the Indo-European family -
about 1000 BC. It posits a set of regular correspondences between early stops (pirated, voiced and
voiceless) and fricatives in Germanic and other early Indo-European languages, such as Sanscrit,
Latin and Greek. ol

Grimm's law consists of three parts which form consecutive phases in the sense of a chain shift:

1. PIE voiceless stops change into voiceless fricatives.
2. PIE voiced stops become voiceless stops.
3. PIE voiced aspirated stops become voiced stops _

This chain shift (in the order 3,2,1) can be abstractly represented as:

b">h>p>f B

d">d>t>0 _@_

g">g > k> x (voiceless velar fricative which later became voiceless glottal fricative /h/)

gwh>gw>kw>xw

Examples
PIE Proto-Germanic | English | CHANGE [ Grimm’s Law '
*pod *fot foot p>f
PIE voiceless stop
*treyes *priz three t>th changed into voiceless
fricative.
*kwon ' *hundaz hound (dog) k>h ]
*kwod *hwat ’ what k"> hv '
*dekm *tehun ten d>t Voiced stop became
voiceless
*b"reter *broper l brother b"> b Aspirated stop became |
unaspirated
The exceptions to Grimm’s Law are known as Verner’s Law. ——.r)—
[
BLUE S5 ‘
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ENGL300 English as a Germanic Language Review Sheet

Classification of English
[ Indo Eurooean ]

|

English 1 Gothic Danish
Dutch Swedish
il German Norwegian
| Frisian Faroese
Afrikaans Icelandic
L Yiddish
Flemish

Features of Germanic languages common with English -

1. The sound changes known as Grimm's Law, which shifted the Indo-European stop consonants (For
| example, original */t d dh/ became Germanic */6 t d/ in most cases;
compare three with Latin tres, two with Latin duo, do with Sanskrit dha-.)

¥ 2. The development of a strong stress on the first syllable of the word, which triggered significant

phonological reduction of all other syllables. This is responsible for the reduction of most of the basic

English words into monosyllables, and the common impression of modern English and German as

- consonant-heavy languages. Examples are Proto-Germanic *strangipo - strength, *haubudan - -
"head", *harubistaz - German Herbst "autumn."

3. Large numbers of vowel qualities. English is typical in this respect, with around 11-12 vowels in most
dialects (not counting diphthongs). Standard Swedish has 17 vowels, standard German and Dutch 14,
and Danish 11.

E 4. Two simple verb tenses: the present tense and the past tense (also called the preterite).

5. Alarge class of verbs that use a dental suffix (/d/ or /t/) instead of vowel alternation (Indo-European
ablaut) to indicate past tense. These are called the Germanic weak verbs; the remaining verbs with

- vowel ablaut are the Germanic strong verbs. !

6. A distinction in definiteness of a noun phrase that is marked by different sets of inflectional endings
for adjectives, the so-called strong and weak adjectives. This distinction has been lost in modern
English but was present in Old English and remains in all other Germanic languages to various degrees.

7. Core vocabulary (97% of the 100 most frequent words in the English language are Germanic, Anglo-

Saxon or Norse.
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